Minutes of the Warmington and Arlescote Annual Parish Meeting – 2005
The Warmington & Arlescote Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Village Hall on 23rd May 2005. 

The Parish Council Chairman, Geraint Lewis took the chair.

Apologies were received from the Clerk, Mrs Denise Cottriall and from Mrs Helen Smart.
The following members of the Parish Council were present:-


Cllrs. G. Lewis, M. Burstall, W. Mellor, A. Newman and S. Stevens-Hoare

Also present District Cllr. S. Jackson and County Cllr. D. Booth

The following members of the public were present:-


J. Cottriall, J & M. Dixon, L. Jackson, J. Lewis, L. Newman, Connie Wyatt, Lorna & John Field, Carol Jephcott, plus 2 others.
The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Cllr. Burstall to take the minutes.  The chairman introduced the new County Cllr. Mr David Booth.
The Minutes of the 2004 Parish Meeting were read and approved by the meeting.

Matters arising from these minutes not covered elsewhere:-


Burial Ground extension  
Little progress has been made.  A site adjacent to the existing graveyard has been earmarked for purchase but still needs a geo-physical survey to ensure its suitability.  This could be costly and the alternative of some test diggings is being looked at.  There will also have to be an archaeological assessment before the project can be finalised.

Repairs and improvements
Several discussions have taken place with Highways.  The Parish Council’s suggestion is to realign the road marking on Warmington Hill to enable traffic turning left out of Church Hill to turn into an acceleration lane and traffic coming from Banbury and turning right across the dual carriageway into Church Hill to have an improved refuge area.  This is still to be finalised.
Chairman’s Report   Copies of Cllr. Lewis’s illustrated report were circulated.


The chairman’s report was taken as read and detailed discussions centred around the following:


Bus Shelter
A survey including a preliminary cost estimate was circulated and the consensus based on this was against the building of a bus shelter.  However, it has since been established that there is a significant opportunity for grant support for this type of project and it is felt it could be combined with renewal of the Notice Board at little cost to the Parish.  It has been decided therefore to re-survey the village in the light of the changed financial position.  Cllr. W. Mellor is organising the new survey.

CROW
Legal advice to the Parish Council has established that easements are not required for properties that have been established for more than 20 years prior to the reference date.  It appears that the only properties in Warmington that may require formal easements are those built since that time, particularly the new conversions at Grove Farm.  The Parish Council has decided not to take a pro-active stance but will address individual applications as and when they are made.


Sewage smell
The Chairman reported that following the progress noted in his report, there has been some dispute between Thames Water and Spirit Group over the cost of reconnecting the Wobbly Wheel discharge to the proposed rerouted drain.  It is expected that some progress will be made in the next two months.  Permission is still required from the District Council for new manhole covers etc. in the AoNB.

Broadband and Website
The website has now been running for around 15 months and is being accessed about 500 times per month.  Photographs will be added to the site now that Broadband has improved the access speed.  Anyone wanting to have links or additional information on the site should notify the Chairman.
Dassett School – Minor Authorities’ School Governor’s report

John Dixon reported on the work of the Governors and noted that a copy of the Annual report from the Governors is lodged with each Parish Council that is involved.  


The most recent OFSTED inspection had gone well with satisfactory reports in all areas.  The issue of unauthorised absences reported previously seems to have reduced significantly to just 7 pupil days and overall attendance at 96.2% exceeds the target.

Following the retirement of Helen Barnwell the new Headmistress is Mrs Williams-Cooke.

There are currently 14 children from Warmington attending the school which seems to be an all time high.


The Friends of Dassett School put in a great deal of voluntary effort and have raised a significant amount of money which has been spent on improvements to amenities and facilities.


In September 2006 the appointment of Governors will change and there will no longer be a Minor Authorities Governor.  However, there will instead be two positions for Community Interest Governors and Mr Dixon hopes to continue as one of these.

The Chairman thanked Mr Dixon for his involvement on behalf of the Parish and hoped that he would be able to continue his excellent work.

Neighbourhood Watch


In the absence of Mrs Smart, the Chairman gave a short overview of the position.


There have been no major problems reported recently.


A number of initiatives have been undertaken, most of which have been publicised on the Notice Board.


There have been two operations to target specific offences, which appear to have been successful.

The Police recently held their first mobile Police Surgery in South Warwickshire and Warmington was included as one of the villages visited.


Mrs Smart was thanked for her continuing work with Neighbourhood Watch.

Any Other Business


Road works
It was noted that resurfacing works had taken place recently in a number of nearby villages.  In Avon Dassett this had resulted in a road closure which was only reopened just before an Open Gardens event.  Mr J. Dixon asked whether any advance warning could be given of future road works that might affect Warmington.  County Cllr. Booth was asked to check with Highways.

Car parking at Goosebank
The question of cars parked on the verge at Goosebank was raised.  The Parish Council has discussed this with Highways and has suggested that a lay-by might be created to provide a better parking area.


Drains on Church Hill
It was noted that a number of road drains are blocked and that storm water cannot run away on Church Hill, Chapel Street and Village Road.  A meeting has been requested with Highways to discuss this issue but has not yet taken place.  County Cllr. Booth was asked to chase this with Highways.

Notice Board
Mrs M. Dixon requested that when the new Notice Board is installed that a time limit be put on notices remaining on the board.  It was agreed that a laminated sign instructing that they should be removed within 3 months would be affixed.



In answer to a question about the size of the new board, the Chairman commented that it would consist of three sections, each slightly smaller than the existing two sections, so that the overall size would be lightly larger.  There would be hinged opening doors, one of which would be locked for the Parish Council’s use.


It was suggested that the new board might incorporate a secure post box for the Parish Council.


Sheep Wash
In answer to a question about timing, the Chairman commented that he expected that the safety insert should be completed and installed within the next 4 weeks.

There being no other business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance.  

District Cllr. S. Jackson moved a vote of thanks to the Parish Councillors for their hard work on behalf of the Parish.

The meeting was closed at 20.45.

