Warmington and Arlescote Parish Council

Minutes of meeting 9th November 2005 in Warmington Village Hall.

Present:  Cllrs Lewis, Newman, Stevens-Hoare, DC Jackson and C Councillor Booth.

118: Apologies:  Cllr Burstall

119: Declaration of pecuniary interest:  No declaration of pecuniary interest. 

120:  Minutes and matters arising from meeting held on 12th October 2005: The date for Land registry issue for land at Arlescote is set for 16th November 2005. 

121.   Report from Arlescote:  Cllr Burstall sent in a written report of an update of issues in Arlescote.  A separate report for minutes follow:                                                                                                       

Report from Arlescote by Cllr Mark Burstall
1. Registration of the Land

The Land Registry is now proceeding with the Parish Council’s application to register the land at Arlescote.  There are two elements to this.  The first is that they must rule whether the proof of title that we have presented satisfies their criteria and second that there are no counter claims that should take precedence.  As part of this procedure they wrote to WAPC (26/10/05) concerning the existing Caution, to which MB has responded saying that we wish the registration to proceed.  (Copy attached)  The deadline for responses was 16th November; our reply was dated 31st October.  We have not yet been advised by the Land Registry whether there are any other Cautions or objections lodged with them but we can assume that if there are, they too will have been given a deadline of 16th November to substantiate any objections they may have to our registration.  If that happens then we will be given the chance to respond.  This is precisely the same procedure as occurred over the registration of one of the original three pieces of Green, which we successfully defended.

2. Noise at Primrose Farm

The meeting scheduled for 22nd October went ahead and was well attended.  MB represented WAPC at the meeting.  Separate minutes of the meeting have been written and a copy is attached for the WAPC files.  The position will now be monitored to see whether there is any improvement.

3. Holly Tree Cottage

There has been no contact between Mr Murphy or his solicitors and MB.  The only concern raised locally is that the construction of the new extension may be ignoring one of the conditions set down in the appeal ruling.   This stated that the planned rooflight in the North East elevation was not permitted but it would appear that one is being fitted.  Also, it is not clear whether they have complied with the requirement to construct a sample stone wall section before starting the development.

 Cllr Jackson had read the minutes of the meeting held to discuss the noise issues at Primrose Farm Arlescote, caused by the motocross events being held on land there, and thought they were a fair representation of the meeting.  He also pointed out that not all people present at that meeting had issues.  Cllr Jackson had visited the site and reported that the majority of races were for children.  Holly Tree Cottage: There have been a number of requests from the owners of Holly Tree Cottage for any minutes relating to the discussion of the green areas and adjacent land at Arlescote. Copies of the last two years minutes are available on the website www.warmington.info, and paper copies of all earlier minutes were available by prior appointment from the Clerk. There is some dispute as to the occupation and ownership of land to the front of this property that is currently under investigation by the PC. We have entered into an agreement to purchase this land for the benefit of the Parish from the current owners, the beneficiaries of the Warmington Manor estate who owned large areas of land in Arlescote. This process has taken a number of years but is likely to be concluded shortly. This situation was discussed with Mr Murphy the current owner of Holly Tree Cottage before he bought the property. When the land is secured for the Parish the PC is to undertake a review of the easements and boundaries in Arlescote and distribute the outcome to all affected properties. The owners of Holly Tree Cottage have been informed that a formal deed of easement for access to their property will be the most sensible solution to the current situation. This is a similar situation to the green at Warmington.  Cllr Burstall and Cllr Jackson to liase regarding planning issues.  

Minutes of a meeting held on 22nd October 2005 at Primrose Farm, Arlescote.

Present:
Mr Timmy Groves, Primrose Farm, Arlescote



Miss Carly Groves, Primrose Farm, Arlescote



Mr Ian Street, Moto-X Organiser



Mr Rob Robson, Regiment Special Events Ltd



Mrs Camilla de Walden, Arlescote House, Arlescote



Mrs Suzanne Seddon, Arlescote Manor Barn, Arlescote



Mrs Leysa Burstall, Gate Cottage, Arlescote



Mr & Mrs Ronan Murphy, Holly Tree Cottage, Arlescote

Mr Colin Smith, Oakwood, Arlescote



Mr Steve Hutchinson, Brickyard House, Arlescote



Mr & Mrs Bruce Daniels, The Gables Farm, Camp Lane



Mr & Mrs Terry Keenes, Vernai Lodge, Camp Lane



Mrs Dorothy Hastings, Glen Dale, Camp Lane



Mr Mark Burstall, Warmington & Arlescote Parish Council

District Councillor Simon Jackson, Stratford upon Avon District Council



Mr Nick Ellison, Stratford upon Avon DC Environmental Health

Apologies:
Mr & Mrs Mike Newton, Court Farm, Arlescote



Mr David Barnes, The Cottage, Arlescote



Mr & Mrs Tom Johnson, Knowle Cottage, Camp Lane

Mark Burstall (MB) opened the meeting and confirmed it was being held at the suggestion of Stratford upon Avon District Council Environmental Health department.  He outlined the purpose, which was to enable discussion of a number of issues relating to the Moto-X and War Games activities at Primrose Farm.  All present then introduced themselves.  MB circulated a paper (copy attached) summarising the issues that had been brought to his attention as a Parish Councillor.  

Timmy Groves (TG) said that without the income from these events he would be in financial difficulties.  Not all present objected to the events.  It was agreed that it was not the intention to damage his livelihood but that some compromise should be reached if possible to address the concerns of many present.  Ian Street (IS) pointed out that the Moto-X events were held for children as young as 6.

Nick Ellison (NE), a noise specialist from Stratford upon Avon District Council Environmental Health, then clarified a number of points regarding events of this type.

· Motor sporting events (Moto-X) are subject to an allowance of 14 days per year before planning consent is required. 

· Any days or part days on which there is motorbike activity on the land used for the main events, count towards the total of 14 days, even if this is only one private motorbike practising on the track.

· The limit of 14 days has been set in recognition of the noise impact of these events and is based on a general proximity limit of 500 metres.  Where events are held closer than 500 metres to domestic dwellings the Council can enforce a reduction in the number of days or relocation of the event.  He suggested that the proximity in Arlescote would indicate a limit of 6 to 8 days.

· It did not require a majority of property owners to agree before action was taken over noise nuisance.  It only requires one complainant to be found to have a justifiable complaint for enforcement action to be taken.

· The camping/caravanning activity related to the Moto-X events is subject to a separate 28 day limit.

· The 28 day limit covers any other activities including the war games.  Days where camping/caravanning and war games coincide count as one day.

· The District Council has no jurisdiction over the traffic issue.

NE asked whether noise measurements were taken of the motorbikes before they competed and was assured that this was the case.  However, it was noted that no records were kept of the measurements, which is against the code of practice.  IS agreed to keep records in future.

After some discussion it was clear that noise, dust, the number of events, visual impact and traffic were the main areas of concern relating to the Moto-X.  TG suggested that they could try to avoid Moto-X events during July and August and thought the number of days in 2006 would be no more than 8.  Several suggestions were made:

· Re-route the Moto-X track to keep motorbikes below the crest of the hill

· Water the track to suppress dust

· Route traffic off Gosport Lane and park caravans in TG’s field there.  TG pointed out that this would require permission from a neighbouring landowner to allow the bikes to travel across to the track

· Reduce the use of the tannoy system and point the speakers away from houses and downwards toward the ground

TG agreed to look at these suggestions and see whether they were viable.  He agreed to provide a list of event dates to MB, who undertook to circulate these to all households in Arlescote and Camp Lane.  The list should be available in about three weeks from the date of the meeting.  It was noted that it was sometimes necessary to re-schedule an event because of bad weather but TG undertook to give as much notice as possible of any altered dates.

The question of traffic was then discussed.  Steve Hutchinson (SH) drew attention to the fact that currently the majority of the traffic is routed to and from the events from the B4068, passing immediately in front of his property and making it impossible to enter or leave while this was going on.  Others commented that the traffic showed little consideration for other road users, particularly horse riders and pedestrians.  It was agreed that for a trial period traffic should be routed in both directions.  It was also agreed that IS would send written instructions to all Moto-X participants asking them to drive more considerately through the village.  If this did not result in an improvement he would look at stationing marshals to control the traffic.  TG undertook to investigate the potential of using Gosport Lane, even if this is only for traffic leaving the Moto-X events.

The meeting then discussed the war games.  Rob Robson (RR) stated that not all the noise attributed to these was justified, since these events are only held between 10.00am and 5.00pm.  He expressed surprise that people should feel intimidated by the activities when using the public footpath but agreed that in future he would try to keep these activities away from the public footpath area.  He would also ensure that no one carrying any real or replica firearm would stand in or near the Arlescote road.  RR pointed out that the war games did not take place between November and March.  On the question of noise, he commented that the explosions/firing were electronically generated and the volume of these could be reduced, which he would address.   It was pointed out that the site where the war games are located is immediately adjacent to properties in Camp Lane and RR agreed that he and TG would look at alternative sites elsewhere on Primrose Farm.  RR noted he would also try to co-ordinate war games events with the Moto-X to reduce the overall impact.  He too undertook to supply a list of dates for distribution by MB.  

MB thanked TG on behalf of all present for hosting the meeting.  All agreed to monitor events in the coming months and to feed back any comments, positive or negative, via MB who undertook to act as coordinator.  IS and TG invited anyone who was interested to come to a future Moto-X meeting to see the work being done on behalf of the children.  TG will report on the outcome of his investigation into the possible solutions proposed.

122.  Bus Shelter and Notice board:  We have been successful in getting a grant of £3000 from the rural transport fund towards the cost of this project.  Work on the base is due to start on Monday.  Clerk to find details of Npower to discuss the option of a light within the shelter.

123.  Easement to The Coach House:  No update from Spratt Endicott .

124. Smell in School Lane:  A meeting took place between GL and a PR officer regardiong the format of a future press release regarding Spirit Groups lack of response to this matter. Following further letters from the PC we have received a letter from Spirit group saying that a dosing plant will be put installed in 4 to 6 weeks at The Wobbly Wheel.  We are waiting a date so Cllr Lewis will chase.  Cllr Lewis agreed that the press conference would be put on hold in the short term pending the installation of the plant. Thames Water may well continue to pursue their position regarding the drains direct with Spirit Group.

125. Sheep Wash:  This is now leaking again from a different place.  The board will be taken up and repair work to cement the hole carried out.  

126. Finance:  Parish clerk invoice £150.00 100605

                          Thomas Fox invoice £458.26 100606

                          Hornton Quarries for slabs to stone base, invoice to be paid next time.

127. Information exchange:  Grant availability to be kept on file for general use.  

Cllr Newman to look into planning strategies that might affect us.

Meeting closed:  21.27

