Warmington and Arlescote Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on the 12th September 2007 in Warmington village hall at 8pm.

2007/

Present Cllr Lewis, Cllr Burstall, Cllr Stevens-Hoare, Cllr Newman and D.Cllr Jackson

76. Apologies for absence Cllr Moll and C.Cllr Booth
77. Declaration of pecuniary interest. . 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest

78. Minutes, matters arising and work in progress.

   68. Land at Home Farm Arlescote

Valuation received from Seccombes. The land has been valued at £600,000, subject to planning consent. A letter dated November 2005 from Stratford on Avon DC to the Parish Council has been discovered in the planning file.  In this it is made clear that a certificate for lawful development would be required before they can rule on the validity of the planning consent.
Cllr Burstall wished to revisit the decision made at the July meeting of the Parish Council, when it was decided to drop the condition previously imposed that the granting of an easement for domestic purposes should be subject to the applicant providing satisfactory evidence of the validity of the planning consent.  The District Council letter had not been available at the previous meeting.
Meeting closed and opened to the floor, 

Mrs Leysa Burstall, speaking on behalf of a number of Arlescote residents, expressed concern about the Parish Council's decision at the July meeting.
Mrs Burstall reminded the Parish Council that at the time of the original planning application, over fifteen years ago, there had been strong objections from almost all the residents of Arlescote and from the Parish Council itself.  Subsequently the District Council rejected the planning application but this was overturned on appeal with a number of stringent conditions attached.  It is not clear whether the proposed development was in fact started within the relevant timescale and it is understood that the only way to ascertain this now is for the vendors to apply for a Certificate of Lawful Development.

She said that concern has been expressed that a developer might buy the land without verifying the status of the planning consent and then landbank it for a number of years, until such time as planning conditions may have been relaxed.

In conclusion Mrs Burstall said that she, and the others on whose behalf she was speaking, felt that the Parish Council would be failing in its Duty of Care to the residents of Arlescote if it were to grant an easement without insisting that the vendors provide evidence of the status of the planning consent.
The meeting was reopened and the discussion continued. 
There was a suggestion that the owners might have a statutory right to an easement if they have planning permission. They currently have a prescriptive right for agricultural access; easement for domestic use is possible.  Cllrs Lewis and Burstall agreed to raise a number of relevant questions with the PC's solicitors, Lodders, and report on the answers to the next meeting.  It was agreed that the decision made at the July meeting would be reviewed at the next PC meeting.
67b. Holly Tree Cottage, Arlescote, the planning enforcement officer has confirmed that a planning application is required for the garage. It is anticipated that Mr Murphy will submit a planning application shortly.

72. Unoccupied houses on Church Hill. SoADC have looked at the houses and photographed them, the owner lives abroad. Enforcement measures may be imposed, if the buildings are presenting a danger.

79. Information from Arlescote

i)Speeding continues to be an issue. Police have been informed.

ii)Motor Cross scheduled event over the Bank Holiday a further event took place the following weekend 2nd Sept with no notice having been given.

iii)Telephone box vandalised the coin box torn out and the road signs on the Kineton Road have been turned round (probably linked to iv).

iv)Rave event at Primrose Farm 8th and 9th September, the details of the event are not clear. However, complaints were logged with the police. The Environmental Officer visited but there were too many people to challenge the organisation of the event. Gosport Lane was closed, the police decided not to move in and to confine the people to the site. Things came to a finish around about 2pm on the Sunday.

Tim Groves, tenant of Primrose Farm where the event took place, has written a letter of apology to the chairs of all the local Parish Councils. In the letter Tim Groves explains that it began as a 21st birthday party but became out of control, he apologises for the disturbance.

Cllr Jackson will keep the Parish Council informed of any subsequent action taken by the District Council and/or by the police.

80. Warmington Pond

Paul Grenet and other village residents have raised concerns about the village pond over the summer. The levels are continuing to drop, it is suggested that both leakage and weeds are contributing to the problem. The level of the pond drops approximately an inch every two or three days. The shallow end is about 4 inches deep, the fish are in the deeper water. 

Work was last undertaken on the pond in the 1960’s. Further work is necessary to address the current problem. 

It was suggested that the Environment Agency be asked to take the fish prior to draining the pond in order to explore the reason for loss of water. 

Wroxton village encountered similar problems with their pond. In Sept 06 the Pond Conservation Trust were consulted there were 2 opposing views of what to do. The Parish Council needs to discover if there are grants available to assist with the work.

Remedial topping up measures will be taken in the short term. The Parish Council will look urgently into the possibility of curing the leak and protecting the fish.
81. Grass cutting in School Lane, letter from Lorna Field.

In response to Lorna Field's letter it was decided that the Parish Council would write to highways and ask for the pathway at the side of the B4100 to be cleared, the hedge at the upper part of the hill is the responsibility of the land owners. The contract with the grass cutters will be revisited

82. Agreement with e-on for unmetered electricity supply. Documents received from E-on. The Chair will look at the details requested and bring to the next meeting.

83. Low energy street lighting. Option to use low energy light bulbs. 

It was suggested that a quote is sought for changing the fittings to determine if it makes financial and environmental sense. There are only nine street lights, so the total savings will be small.

84. Finance 

Scottish Power Invoice Paid £53.62  for street lighting 

2006/07 Accounts. Further details requested from the auditors. The Chair will review these and respond.

85. Planning information

Badgers Grove 07/01679/FUL was approved 4th Sept 


86. Information exchange.

· Tree felling – Westering Planning application 07/02329/TREE. No objections were raised by the council.

· Next meeting will consider the Youth Forum.

· Vehicular parking on the Green to be placed on the next agenda

· Best kept village, Warmington is a district winner. Comments were made on the pleasant village but we were let down by the litter in the phone box and the weeds around the village hall. CW to contact WALC to find details of the presentation. 
· Definitive map review Letter received in response, it appears, to a letter sent by the PC clerk in Nov 1977.

· Motorway surfacing to be placed on the next agenda.

The meeting closed at 10.15pm.

The date of the next Parish Council meeting is the 16th October 2007

